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Many of us have been trying to keep up with the numerous 
changes over the last year that will improve the lives 
of individuals with disabilities. A spark has lit up the 
disability movement across the country. As we all know, 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) was passed in 
1990. The ADA is one of America’s most comprehensive 
pieces of civil rights legislation. It prohibits discrimination 
and guarantees that people with disabilities have the 
same opportunities as everyone else to participate in 
the mainstream of American life – to enjoy employment 
opportunities, to purchase goods and services, and to 
participate in state and local government programs and 
services. Modeled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin – and Section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 – the ADA is an “equal 
opportunity” law for people with disabilities.
Not as well known is the Olmstead Supreme Court Decision 
of 1999, a ruling based on the ADA that requires states 
to eliminate unnecessary segregation of persons with 
disabilities and ensure that persons with disabilities receive 
services in the most integrated setting appropriate to their 
needs.  
In 2009, the U.S. Civil Rights Division launched an 
aggressive effort to enforce the Olmstead decision by 
directing departments “to redouble enforcement efforts”.  
At the national level, work has been done to fashion an 
effective, nationwide program to enforce the integration 
mandate to implementing Title II of the ADA. More 
recently, the U.S. Department of Justice has gone into 
states and investigated compliance with ADA in schools, 
employment programs, training centers, and housing.  
In-line with many of the National Council on Disabilities 
recommendations, the U.S. Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) made important changes that 
positively impact individuals with disabilities, including 
students who are in transition. The U.S. Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) also put out new 
regulations that further support the elements of the 
Olmstead decision and direct funding to services that are 
in the most integrated setting appropriate to the needs of 
individuals with disabilities.

Disability leaders across the United States are working 
to improve the services and supports so that individuals 
with disabilities can live in integrated settings, work in 
competitive and integrated jobs, and make decisions about 
their social activities.     
The stage is set, the spotlight is on, and now we have our 
role to play to realize the dream of meaningful community 
integration. Parents, educators, service providers, decision-
makers, and the community at large can make a difference 
by believing that we all have an intrinsic desire to belong. 
Our actions should further that belief, holding each other 
accountable as we do our part. Students with disabilities 
should be empowered to become self-advocates; they 
should have access to technology that helps to level 
the playing field; they should be encouraged to develop 
their strengths and follow their dreams. Young adults 
with disabilities are the next generation of the disability 
movement. They should be given the tools to achieve the 
dream that the ADA civil rights legislation promised them 
over 20 years ago, “that people with disabilities have the 
same opportunities as everyone else to participate in the 
mainstream of American life.”
Excerpts from ADA.gov

Reigniting Action... By: Karen Taycher, Executive Director
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By: Stephanie HouleE

1.   Universal tools—such as spell check and scratch paper—will be available to all students, 
      based on student preference and selection.

2.   Designated supports—like color contrast and separate testing setting—will be made available 
      to all students for whom a need has been identified by an educator who is familiar with each 
      student’s needs and testing resources, as well as parent/student input, as appropriate.

3.   Accommodations—including closed-captioning and a multiplication table—will be available to 
      students with a documented need, noted in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 plan.

Volunteering at Nevada PEP has been a great 
experience. I have learned to enhance my office skills. 
Volunteering has given me the opportunity to build 
more confidence in myself and improve my ability 
to interact with people. I have learned that patience 
is key and not to rush through projects. I’ve had the 
opportunity to take part in the many different activities 
in the office and be involved in the typical day at Nevada 
PEP. I have learned a couple of lessons about being 
responsible and showing my best effort to complete 
a variety of tasks. PEP has taught me to become an 
advocate for myself. But the most valuable lesson 
learned is how to become a successful person in life.

Volunteer Corner
By: Mo Matsuda

ducational Update
New Standards & New Assessments

Is your child prepared for life after high school? In an effort to increase college and career readiness 
for all students, including students with disabilities, Nevada adopted the Common Core State 
Standards in English Language Arts and Mathematics in October 2010. The standards, known in 
Nevada as the Nevada Academic Content Standards (NVACS), were intended to ensure that students 
graduating from high school are prepared for college programs and to enter the workforce.

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) is a new assessment tool designed to 
measure student achievement in the Nevada Academic Content Standards. This set of tests will 
replace the Criterion-Referenced Tests (CRTs) in grades 3 through 8. This new computer-based 
assessment system will increase access for students with disabilities by using technology to deliver 
assessments and incorporating accessibility features that fit the needs of individual students. These 
features are divided into three categories:

Students with disabilities may need to utilize some of these accessibility features to ensure that they 
are able to access to the assessment and are able perform their best. In determining which universal 
tools, designated supports, and accommodations a child with a disability may need, parents and 
educators can first consider the testing accommodations and supports that are already in place in 
the student’s IEP or 504 plan. They may also wish to look into any other accommodations that the 
child is using regularly, as these accommodations may be appropriate for the SBAC as well. 
Parents can start a conversation with their children’s teachers and IEP teams about the universal 
tools, designated supports, and accommodations that their children may need when they 
participate in the SBAC in the spring of 2015. Parents can learn more about the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium by visiting the Nevada Department of Education’s website. 
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5 Part IDEA Training Series
Learn about starting the process to obtain help for 
a child, writing Individualized Education Programs, 
rights and procedural safeguards, behavior and 
discipline in school and getting ready for change.
Bullying Prevention: Everyone’s Responsibility
Participants will learn about the types of 
bullying, how to intervene when bullying 
happens, and how to encourage students who 
witness bullying to take action. This session 
will also cover the roles schools play, laws and 
policies, and bullying prevention strategies.
Making the Most Out of Your 
Baby’s Early Intervention Services
Parents who have concerns about their child’s 
development often feel overwhelmed and unsure 
where turn. Early intervention services can help 
your infant or toddler with a disability learn, grow, 
and meet milestones. This workshop is for families 
of children under the age of three who want to 
learn more about the free services that are available 
to enhance their baby’s development. 
Getting that First Job
Both parents and students will learn an 
overview of the realities of employment for 
youth. Topics include career planning, the role 
of families, and suggestions to increase the 
likelihood of being hired for a job.
How is My Child Reading? 
Come and learn the about how students are 
taught to read. This workshop helps families 
have a better understanding of reading terms 
and will help when families are talking to their 
child’s teacher about academic progress. 
IEP Clinic Workshop 
This workshop will walk parents through the 
development of each required part of the 
Individualized Education Program (IEP). Parents 
will gain knowledge about how to effectively 
participate in IEP meetings.
Bullies, Targets, and Bystanders: 
Responses that Work
While bullying doesn’t always leave bruises or 
broken bones, it can leave deep emotional scars 
that last a lifetime. Bullying is a serious issue that 
occurs throughout our schools everyday and, 
without intervention, bullying can lead to serious 
academic, social, emotional, and legal problems. 
Don’t miss this class full of responses to bullying 
that really work.

Are You Ready for “The Talk”?
Puberty is often a confusing time for children 
with disabilities as they try to understand the 
changes their bodies go through and emotions 
they may be feeling. Learn how to teach your 
adolescent important skills, like understanding 
appropriate relationships, boundaries, social 
skills, and keeping up with hygiene. Feel more 
confident as you get ready to have “the talk”! 
Planning for Change – 
School to Adult Transition
Transition planning is an important step in 
preparing students with disabilities for life after 
high school. Participants will learn how to help 
students achieve their dreams and goals.
Positive Behavior Approaches for Parents
Learn about evidence-based practices that 
support preschoolers to be successful and a 
statewide project, the Nevada & TACSEI Pyramid 
Model Partnership.
Say Goodbye to Your Child’s Challenging Behavior
Challenging behaviors can leave many parents 
and teachers feeling frustrated and ineffective. 
Positive Behavioral Interventions (PBI) is a proactive 
approach that can assist children achieve social, 
emotional, and academic success. This workshop 
will introduce you to powerful tools that will have 
you saying goodbye to challenging behavior.
Six Advocacy Tips that Turn No’s into Yes’s!
Are you tired of being told “No”? You are the 
expert on your child and you know what your 
child needs. Learn how to get it with these six 
amazing advocacy strategies!
Help Support Your Child to Focus on Learning 
Is your child having trouble concentrating 
in school? Do you find that homework and 
other tasks can be challenging for your child to 
complete? Learn about the difficulties children 
have with focusing, their different learning 
styles, and strategies that can help you help 
your child focus better.
Working for Change – 
Using the Power of a Personal Story
Learn how to deliver your personal story in a way that 
catches attention and motivates others to action!
Considering College? 
Learn What’s Available and How to Get It
Thinking about going to college? This workshop 
will guide you where to go, what to ask, and 
how to apply to help you get ready for the next 
chapter of your life as a college student. You 

will be provided a “You Can Do It!” workbook to 
assist you with gathering information to better 
prepare you for your post-secondary education. 
Parents and students are encouraged to attend 
this workshop together.
Nevada PEP Support Groups
Parent Support Groups in English.
Learn about various topics of interest through 
open discussion with other parents.
Grupos de apoyo para los padres en Español
Aprenda sobre diversos temas de interés a través 
de una discusión abierta con otros padres.
¡Seis Consejos de Abogacía que Gira 
de un No a un Sí! 
¿Está cansado de que le  digan “No”? Usted es el 
experto en su hijo y usted sabe las necesidades de 
su hijo. Aprenda cómo conseguirlo con estas seis 
estrategias de abogacía  increíbles!
Entrenamientos del IEP
Este entrenamiento guiará a los padres a través del 
desarrollo de cada parte del Programa de Educación 
Individualizada (IEP). Los padres obtendran 
conocimiento necesario para participar de manera 
efectiva en las reuniones del IEP.
Ayude a su Hijo a Concentrarse en el Aprendizaje
¿Tiene su hijo  problemas para concentrarse en la 
escuela? ¿Le parece que la tarea y otras actividades 
pueden  ser un reto para su hijo para completar? 
Aprenda acerca de las dificultades que tienen los 
niños con el enfoque, sus diferentes estilos de 
aprendizaje y las estrategias que pueden ayudarle a 
ayudar a su hijo enfocarse mejor.
Bullies, Acosados y Espectadores: 
Respuestas que Funcionan
Mientras que el bullying no siempre deja 
moretones o fracturas de huesos, puede dejar 
cicatrices emocionales profundas que duran 
toda la vida. El bullying es un problema grave que 
se produce a lo largo de nuestra escuela todos 
los días y, sin intervención, el bullying puede 
conducir a serios problemas académicos, sociales, 
emocionales y legales. No te pierdas esta clase de 
respuestas al bullying que realmente funcionan.
Diga Adiós a los Comportamientos 
Desafiantes de su Hijo
Los comportamientos desafiantes en los 
niños y los jóvenes están frecuentemente mal 
entendidos. Este taller explorará los efectos de 
comportamiento y estrategias para ayudar a los 
niños mantener un comportamiento apropiado 
en la escuela, casa y la comunidad.

Please contact a Nevada PEP office 
about our trainings, or to request a 
workshop in your community.
Southern Nevada – 702.388.8899
Northern Nevada – 775.448.9950
Rural Nevada – 1.800.216.5188 
Register online at www.nvpep.org
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Nevada PeP Trainings

pcoming Events

Video Review: 
Skills For Job Candidates With Learning or Other Hidden Disabilities 

By: Kelly Figueroa 

Interviewing Skills for Job Candidates 
with Learning or other Hidden 
Disabilities is a DVD to help individuals 
prepare for the future. There is a lot of 
great information in this video about 
researching the potential employer and 
preparing yourself for the interview 
process.

Here are some helpful tips from the 
DVD that will guide you through the 
employment and interviewing process.

The DVD also explains that it is 
the individual’s choice whether 
or not to disclose to the 
potential employer about their 
disability.

If you have any questions, we 
encourage you to call the Job 
Accommodations Network at 
1-800 526-7234 or the Learning 
Disability Association at 
412-341-1515.

• Research the company. This will help you  
   to prepare for answering questions at   
   your interview.

• Look for publications and forms from the  
   company. This will help you learn what the  
   company is about and what they do.

• Look for job details and essential job   
   functions. This will help you to decide if  
   you will need any accommodations in   
   order to fulfill your job duties.
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Nevada PEP’s 3    annual Run Walk Roll Against 
Bullying was held at the end of September. 
The statewide “Bullying-Free” weekend kicked-
off October as National Bullying Prevention 

Month. With the generosity of Findlay Chevrolet in Las Vegas and 
IGT in Reno, the event helped to raise awareness and take positive 
action against bullying prevention across Nevada. Bullying is a 
serious issue that faces many children in our state. Nevada PEP is 
part of a national movement that is putting a STOP to bullying.
The event began with moving words from Magic 95.5 & Ryan 
Nutter as he kicked off the festivities in Reno and PEP’s Board 
Chair Sam Lieberman, offered his motivational words to start 
the event in Las Vegas.  After an uplifting presentation from the 
Las Vegas High School Color Guard, Heather McAlister sung the 
Star Spangled Banner in Southern Nevada and the very popular 
musical group, the Notables, treated the Northern crowd with 
their rendition of the National Anthem. Both locations enjoyed 
expert emcees. KOMP 92.3’s Carlota and 97.1 The Point’s Steph 
McKenzie tag-teamed in Vegas, while Magic 95.5 provided a live 
broadcast and kept everyone excited. 
It’s amazing how Nevadan’s pull together to take a stand to 
STOP bullying in our state. We truly have incredibly dedicated 
supporters statewide from Mrs. Nevada-America, Lavetta 
Schneider, to Professional BMX Champion, Ricardo Laguna, who 
both very passionately shared some motivational words about 
bullying prevention. Nevada PEP’s board member, Trish Leavitt, 
kept the crowd’s attention by announcing raffle prize winners.
The state came together in support of Nevada PEP, taking STEPS 
to end bullying, raising awareness, and taking positive action. 
Nevada PEP saw more teams of walkers and a diverse group 
of competitive runners; everyone had the same passion to put 
an end to the tragic effects of bullying. It was incredible to see 
so many schools participating statewide. Several area mascots, 
including Chuck E. Cheese, McGruff the Crime Dog, Cosmo of 
the Las Vegas 51s, even Findlay Chevrolet’s  very own “Frank” 
and UNR’s mascot Alphie Jr. were on hand to take photos 
with participants. Terri Peltier, Nevada PEP’s board member 
in the North, offered some motivational closing remarks. Sam 
Lieberman also provided some inspiration to the crowd and 
invited everyone back for the 4    Annual Run Walk Roll Against Bullying.

      Take a STEP with PEP to STOP Bullying!

th

rd
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  Champion Sponsors
• Findlay Chevrolet
• IGT
• Magic 95.5 FM
• Bank of America
• Helen Jo & Seaynoah Mayfield
• KSNV News 3
• KRNV News 4

  Hero Sponsors
• Nevada State Bank
• Nature’s Bakery
• Las Vegas Metro Police
• Brownstein | Hyatt | Faber | Schreck
• Courtney Blanchard
• Richard Carrillo
• Sunrise Casablanca
• Robert Kilby Attorney at Law
• The Valley Health System
• The Lovaas Center

   Dignitary Sponsors
• 702events.com
• Run Vegas Run
• Athlete in You
• Wells Fargo
• Applied Behavior Technologies
• The Seegmiller Law Firm
• Jamba Juice
• SeaWorld
• Walt Disney World
• REI
• The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
• Willow Springs Center
• Sam Lieberman for Regent District 5
• Imperial Wine Wholesalers, LLC
• Chonie and Robert Marshall
• Erika & Bryce Loveland
• Robin & Dean Bryan
• Judge Michelle Leavitt
• Trish & Andy Leavitt
• Amy & Jim Leavitt
• A & J Ledstrom

   Leader Sponsors
• Atlantis Casino
• Police Officers Association of CCSD
• Vegas Cheer Authority
• Domino’s Pizza
• Amazing Face Painting
• Allstar Balloons
• Nevada Health Co-Op
• Lush
• Thumb Buddies
• Richard Harris Law Firm
• US Bank
• Spring Mountain Treatment Center
• Frontier Financial Credit Union
• Wildcat Battalion Color Guard
• Las Vegas High School JROTC
• Smith/Peltier & Associates
• Sierra Therapy Group
• Barb & Jim Eagan
• The Continuum, Inc.

Sponsors for 2014 Run Walk Roll Against Bullying 

• Disneyland
• IHOP
• Bob’s Autodynamics, Inc.
• Circus Circus Adventuredome
• King Putt Indoor Mini Golf
• Smash Burger
• Olive Garden
• Sea World
• Domino’s Pizza
• Chuck E. Cheese
• Outback Steakhouse
• Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
• AMC Theatres
• SPI Entertainment
• Springs Preserve
• Red Rock Running Company
• David Barton Gym
• Vegas Indoor Skydiving
• Sports Authority
• Chili’s Restaurant
• Lizzie Sider
• Burger King
• Rio Voodoo Zip Line
• Las Vegas 51s
• Sky Zone
• Lush Cosmetics
• Flip-N-Out Burger
• Bonnie Springs Ranch

• Pump-It-Up
• Lake Mead Cruises
• In-N-Out
• Dahn Yoga
• Macayo’s Mexican Restaurant
• Home Depot
• Cici’s Pizza
• Mandalay Bay Shark Reef
• The Resort on Mt. Charleston
• Bobbie Stanley
• Trader Joe’s
• Reno Bighorns
• Cheesecake Factory
• Hollywood Nails & Spa
• Smith’s
• Capriotti’s
• Claim Jumper
• Red Lobster
• Siena Hotel Spa & Casino
• Wildcreek Golfcourse
• Squeeze In 
• Sands Regency Casino & Hotel
• Gold Dust West Casino
• Starlite Bowling
• Caughlin Club
• BJ’s Restaurant
• Century Sparks
• Nothing Bundt Cake

Raffle Sponsors nathan’s

Smile
Bella, 5 years old

In 1999 in Olmstead v. L.C., the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
ADA requires states to provide, 
wherever possible, community-
based services rather than 
institutionalization.

Did You Know...?

Our biggest thanks go out to all of our dedicated volunteers who worked so hard to make this statewide event a success. 
Without their help and support, this event would not have been possible. Our sponsors and community partners also 
outshined themselves with their generosity. We sincerely appreciate the following businesses for their support.
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By: Chris StroumMy Family Story - A Volunteers Story
My name is Chris Stroum, and at 
twenty-three years old, I am one 
of Nevada PEPs many volunteers. 
I have been volunteering with the 
non-profit group for close to three 
years now and I have much to 
thank them for. When I first came 
to Nevada PEP, I was a college 
student who didn’t really like the 
idea of having a “job”, though my 
parents insisted that it was time 
for me to start thinking about 
work. After much convincing, 
they convinced me to begin the 
volunteering program at Nevada 
PEP, where I had already been 
volunteering in the “Include Me” 
puppet program. 

Since then, I have learned many 
things with the help of Nevada 
PEP, who have helped me to 
realize that my parents were 
right: work can be a beneficial, 
enriching experience all around. 
Thanks to Nevada PEP, my parents 
no longer have to convince 
me that I need to work, I want 
to work. Now as I prepare to 
graduate from community college 
in less than a week, I feel great 
confidence in my work-related 
skills going into the adult world of 
job hunting, thanks to this great 
group of people.
Thank you Nevada PEP for all you 
have done for me and my family. 

Over sixty years ago, the Supreme Court famously 
declared in Brown v. Board of Education that education 
“is a right which must be made available to all on 
equal terms”. While disparities in education still persist 
today, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) continues to 
support school districts in expanding access to rigorous 
courses, academic programs, and extracurricular 
activities; effective teachers, leaders, and support staff; 
safe and appropriate school buildings and facilities; 
and modern technology and high-quality instructional 
materials. OCR helps schools to address these gaps 
in their efforts to comply with the legal obligation 
to provide all students with access to educational 
resources without regard to race, color, national origin, 
sex, or disability.

OCR recently released a Dear Colleague Letter on 
Resource Comparability, providing guidance to states 
and school districts io ensure that all students have 
equitable access to effective teaching, adequate 
facilities, and quality instructional programs and 
support, and thus have an opportunity to attain 
academic success. The Dear Colleague Letter outlines 
the impact of inequity and offers steps for school 
districts to prevent and remedy discrimination in the 
provision of educational resources. 
Parents who have concerns about their child’s access 
to educational resources can talk with the school about 
this new guidance. For more information, visit the U.S. 
Department of Education Office for Civil Rights online.

Education for All By: Stephanie Houle

What is TACSEI?
Nevada is one of only four states to partner with 
the Technical Assistance Center on Social Emotional 
Intervention. Nevada TACSEI’s mission is to support 
parents and early childhood educators in promoting 
the social emotional development of young children. 
Positive social emotional skills, such as recognizing 
emotions in self and others, learning rules and 
expectations, and positive social interactions with 
peers are critical for later school success. Families 
can use TACSEI’s Pyramid Model to help support 
their children’s social emotional development at 
home during daily routines and family activities. 
For additional resources, visit the Nevada TACSEI 
Pyramid Model Partnership’s website.

By:  Stephanie Houle Assessment based 
intervention that 

results in individualized 
behavior support plans

Intensive 
Intervention

Targeted Social 
Emotional Supports

Targeted 

Social 

Emotional 

Supports

High Quality Supportive Environments
Nurturing and Responsive Relationships

Effective Workforce

High Quality early childhood 
environments promote positive 

outcomes for all children

Supportive responsive 
relationships among 
adults and children is 

an essential component 
to promote healthy 

social emotional 
development

Systems and policies promote 
and sustain the use of 

evidence-based practices
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Congratulations PEP Staff Anniversaries

 Karen Taycher 19 Years, Natalie Filipic 10 Years, 
Stephanie Vrsnik 14 Years, and Robin Kincaid 15 Years. 

Nevada PEP has a wonderful team. Their dedication and longevity to Nevada PEP is truly admired and recognized.  
The following staff members have made their anniversaries in the past months. (Left to right)

Magdalena Ruiz 2 Years, Diane Lombardo 9 Years, Charlene Frost 4 Years, 
Dorithia Coleman 4 Years, Belen Herrera 1 Year, and Bob Humphreys 1 Year.

Jennifer Jones 1 Year. 

Amanda Miller 1 Year, Robin Renshaw 15 Years, 
Michele Santee 2 Years, and Stephanie Houle 3 Years.

Walk In Memory Walk for Hope   By: Dorthia Coleman

Every year, organizations across the country recognize 
September as Suicide Prevention Month. This year, the 
Nevada Coalition for Suicide Prevention kicked off their 
8th annual Las Vegas/Henderson Walk in Memory Walk 
for Hope community suicide prevention awareness walk 
on Saturday, September 13, 2014. The event was held 
at Bob Miller Middle School in Henderson, Nevada, and 
also observed in eleven different communities across the 
State of Nevada. Several hundred walkers and volunteers 
gathered as a day of healing and honoring the memory 
of their loved ones who they lost to suicide, and to 
increase community awareness for suicide prevention 
and raise funds for suicide prevention efforts. Opening 
ceremonies began with a Color Guard from Boy Scout 
Troop presenting the U.S. and Nevada flags and leading 
in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Richard Egan, 
Master of Ceremonies of the event. Exhibitors provided information and printed material about resources available in 
our community. The event concluded with survivors of suicide loss to coming together for support and healing following 
a 5K walk. 

For more information, contact Nevada PEP at 702-388-8899 or www.nvpep.org or 
The Nevada State Office of Suicide Prevention: www.suicideprevention.nv.gov. 
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Obteniendo Ayuda 
Para Su Hijo

Revisado por Erica Lozoya

Hable con el pediatra acerca de sus 
preocupaciones, para pedir ideas y 
recomendaciones.

Póngase en contacto con un proveedor 
de intervención temprana para ver si 
los servicios de intervención temprana 
podrían ayudar a su niño a adquirir 
habilidades importantes en las áreas 
de comunicación, social/conductual, 
autoayuda, cognitivo y físico. Si su 
niño es elegible, tendrá que trabajar 
con el proveedor de intervención 
temprana para desarrollar un Plan 
Individualizado de Servicios Familiares 
que explica todos los servicios que serán 
proporcionados por el personal y los 
terapeutas de intervención temprana.

A medida que su niño se acerca a los 
tres años, las familias pueden ponerse 
en contacto con el distrito escolar y 
ver si un programa de primera infancia 
seguiría ayudando a su hijo a prepararse 
para el kindergarten. Si su hijo está 
en un programa de intervención 
temprana, el coordinador de servicios 
le ayudará con esta transición. El 
distrito escolar solicitar su permiso 
para evaluar. Si su hijo es elegible, un 
Programa de Educación Individualizada 
será desarrollado con los padres y el 
personal de la escuela.

Once again, MGM Resorts Foundation 
has partnered with Nevada PEP to 
help families who have children with 
disabilities. We are very honored to 
announce that Nevada PEP is the 
proud recipient of funding by MGM 
Resorts Foundation. This grant will 
help Nevada PEP continue to meet the 
needs of families who have children 
with disabilities. Families know when 
they call Nevada PEP, there will always 
be someone on the other end of the 

phone with a caring voice ready to 
help with information, resources, and 
support. Nevada PEP is truly grateful 
to MGM Resorts Foundation for their 
dedication to our community and 
families. Together we are building 
a stronger community. Thank you, 
MGM Resorts Foundation staff and 
employees, for showing such a deep 
commitment to your community and 
helping Nevada PEP provide much 
needed assistance to families. 

Building a Stronger Community

By: Mo Matsuda

Jessie’s Voice

Accessible Travel By: Robin Renshaw

As families get ready to travel in the New Year, planning ahead can help their 
children have a more comfortable and successful trip. The following tips may 
help make traveling easier:
•  Prepare your child for changes. Visit the airport ahead of time, talk about     
     your plans as you spend time in the car, and use pictures and maps to talk  
     about the journey.
•  Pack for success. Bring a familiar item that might offer reassurance or help in  
     waiting situations. If possible, encourage your child to help pack the bags.
•  Pace your traveling schedule. Use rest stops and play areas to relax and recharge.
•  Consider the need to access accommodations. Visit the airport, bus station,  
    and/or hotel websites to learn more about accommodations that are available to  
    families and persons with disabilities.         -Happy Traveling!

Los padres pueden enfrentarse con una 
variedad de sentimientos y reacciones 
cuando se les dice que su bebé o niño 
pequeño no cumplan con los mismos 
indicadores del desarrollo que los 
demás niños. Los siguientes consejos 
pueden ayudar:
•

•

•

Nevada PEP ofrece talleres de 
capacitación para ayudar a los padres 
a entender la intervención temprana 
y leyes de educación especial y cómo 
pueden ser un participante activo en 
el proceso. Contacte Nevada PEP para 
más información o programa del taller.

By: Stephanie Vrsnik
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Information Motivating Positive Adults’ Choices for Transition

On September 19   - 20  , Nevada PEP had the opportunity 
to attend the annual Nevada Transition Conference 
held in Reno. The statewide conference was offered in 
collaboration with the Nevada Department of Education, 
Nevada Center for Excellence in Disabilities, and Nevada 
Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities. 

The conference included information about services, 
trends, school programs to assist with the unique 
challenges young adults with disabilities face with 
graduation and planning for life after high school. Denise 
Bissonnette, a highly acclaimed author, trainer, writer, and 
the featured keynote speaker for the conference, inspired 
participants with her poetic talent and innovative, 

strength-based approach to job development. Denise’s 
unique method stressed the importance of matching 
the individual’s strengths and interests to a particular 
employment position, and then using those strengths to 
get the job.

Parents can make a key difference in the future of 
their young adult with a disability by learning about 
and engaging in the transition planning process. If you 
are a parent of a child with a disability and need more 
information or support with transition planning, you can 
call Nevada PEP for help at 1-800-216-5188.

Learning about Transition - Nevada Transition Conference

“
“The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act will provide 
access to the training, education, and employment services that 
all of America’s workers, including those with disabilities, need 
to prepare for and fill 21st-century jobs.” These are the words 
of retiring United States Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa, after the 
H.R. 803, the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA), 
was signed by President Barack Obama in July of 2014. WIOA is 
a one of the biggest steps forward for persons with disabilities 
since the Olmstead Act, especially for transition-aged youth 
with disabilities. 

WIOA requires state vocational rehabilitation agencies to make 
“pre-employment transition services” available to all students 
with disabilities. These services must also be coordinated with 
the transition services being provided by school districts under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

For example, state vocational rehabilitation programs will set 
aside at least 15 percent of their federal funds to help young 
people with disabilities make the transition from high school 
to post-secondary education programs and employment. The 
promise is on the horizon that more youth with disabilities will 
leave high school with the skills and support needed to obtain 
competitive/integrated employment.

Over the last 10 years, the unemployment rate for students 
with disabilities, which is more than 80% (as opposed to around 
40% for students without disabilities), has not decreased 
significantly. The upcoming changes provided for in WIOA, 
including careful planning and collaboration between schools 
and state vocational rehabilitation agencies, should open doors 
for more students to receive the training that will help them 
find employment success. Programs will need to use effective 
methods for teaching self-advocacy skills, as well as evidence-
based practices for person-centered planning, so that persons 
with disabilities can be actively involved and invested in the 
outcomes based on their own individualized plans.

This is a very exciting time. Going forward, youth with 
disabilities, parents, and professionals should come together to 
take a step towards a new era of change where there are equal 
opportunities for an inclusive workforce and have access to 
competitive/integrated employment.

Taking a Step Toward Equal Opportunity By: Robin Renshaw 

By: Michele Santee 

Celebrating the Passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act

“What lies behind you and what lies   
  in front of you, pales in comparison to  
  what lies within you.”

thth

         - Ralph Waldo Emerson
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When families are concerned about 
their child’s learning rate or lack 
of progress on their Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) goals, 
they start asking questions. While 
expressing concerns, the conversation 
may incorporate a discussion about 
their child’s assistive technology (AT) 
needs. 

IDEA 300.5 says that Assistive 
Technology is defined as:
Assistive technology device means 
any item, piece of equipment, or 
product system, whether acquired 
commercially off the shelf, modified, 
or customized, that is used to increase, 
maintain, or improve the functional 
capabilities of a child with a disability. 

For many students with disabilities, 
assistive technology can be key to 
learning and success. As children enter 
the age of transition, which is 14 and 
older, it becomes even more important 
to address the assistive technology 
needs so that students become ready 
for high school and college.

How to Access Accommodations for College Entrance Exams

By: Robin Kincaid

By: Samantha King
Planning for college can take a lot of preparation, 
especially for a student with a disability who may need 
accommodations on college entrance exams. Because 
the process of applying for these accommodations can 
be lengthy, it is important to start early. Students should 
contact the College Board to ensure they have proper 
documentation of the disability and the need for the 
specified accommodations. Making these connections 
will also help students use their self-advocacy skills. 
Although there is nothing in IDEA that entitles students 
to accommodations on college exams, individuals with 
disabilities have certain rights under The Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), as well as Section 504 for equal 
access to programs and services.
College boards may request additional information, such 
as a copy of the IEP, 504, or other means of supporting 
the need for the accommodations. Documentation of 
accommodations used in an IEP or 504 may increase 
the likelihood that those accommodations will be 

approved for use on college exams. If the application for 
accommodations is denied, students should apply again 
and not be discouraged from applying for the necessary 
supports on these exams. 
For more information, please contact Nevada PEP at 
1-800-216-5188 or visit our website at www.nvpep.org. 
Information adapted from the Pacer Center.

•  What types of assistive technology does my child currently use or access at school?  
•  Do the present levels reflect all of the AT devices used at school and home?
•  What types of AT devices would help with communication for my child?
•  Could my child receive help through assistive technology on managing his own school supplies and  
    materials at school or keeping up with his schedule?
•  How would my child benefit from audio lessons that can be played back at child’s own pace?
•  What types of AT devices would help with taking notes in class or help sound out unfamiliar words?
•  Utilizing different font sizes and contrast would an AT device help with reading by using features that  
    provide pictures and or other formats?
•  Could assistive technology help with math concepts and increase calculator skills?
•  Would a touch screen or special mouse help a student have more control and help motivate a student  
    to increase their attention to task?
•  Do the staff that work with my child have the training to make sure that the assistive device is working?

Families may assume assistive 
technology is being provided because 
they have seen a computer in the 
classroom or on the school campus. 
But, just like other services listed in 
the IEP, the AT must be provided to 
individually address the child’s needs 
and may help develop access to 

different types of instruction. 

As students grow and technology 
evolves, it is important to continue 
having conversations with the school 
about the types of software and 
hardware that can make a difference 
in students being successful. Engaging 

the student in this discussion about 
assistive technology can be especially 
valuable in preparing to access 
services after high school. To learn 
more about assistive technology in the 
IEP process, visit our website at 
www.nvpep.org to sign up for an 
IEP Clinic Workshop.

Some questions that parents may want to ask at the school are:
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Welcome to our newest edition of the Hand in Hand Together We Can Appreciation 
Program! This program honors and recognizes the extraordinary people who have 

made a difference in our lives and in the lives of our children with special needs. We 
have wonderful and truly devoted people throughout the state of Nevada who have 

given that extra hand to help our children. So sit back and enjoy these heartfelt stories!

hand in hand

together we can!
Karen Avela
Daughter

She is my oldest daughter and since we 
realized my other child’s disability, she 
has always been supportive and attentive 
to our situation.  She is one of our best 
allies.

Ella as mi hija mayor y desde que nos 
dimos cuenta del problema de mi 
niño siempre a estado preocupado y 
apollando en todo y es una de nuestras 
mejores alliadas.

Miriam Gomez
Mother

Laura Barrows-Bauer
Sister

She has two boys with autism and I’ve 
never seen a more patient, kind, and 
loving mother.  The boys could not have 
a better mom! Laura has dedicated 
her whole time to making life the best 
she can for them. The time she gives 
to learning new things for her boys is 
unbelievable. She’s such a great mom!

McKenna Baker
Sister

Annelise Boge 
Professional

I would like to say thank you to her for 
all her help, information, and love for 
my son.  Annelise is very kind and loving. 
She has so many ideas that help me 
support my child.  She is truly a blessing 
in our life.

Shawn Hassell
Parent

Samantha Diethrich
Daughter

My daughter Samantha is 15 years old. 
Samantha is a very bright, determined, 
and loving girl. She began training our 
dog, Cleo, 2 years ago for her brother. 
He has ADHD and Cleo is his therapy 
dog. She has decided to train other 
dogs to help special needs children. She 
loves working with animals and hopes 
to become a professional trainer in the 
future. 

Julie Diethrich
Mother

Zac Dowdell
Service Provider

Zac Dowdell was my son’s QMHA for 
a very long time. He was a positive 
influence with my son and took the time 
to really get to know, understand, and 
even appreciate my son’s differences. He 
is always a positive force and a pleasure 
to work with. Zac is considered a part 
of our family. My son has made many 
strides due to Zac’s hard work and 
perseverance. We hope he remains in 
my son’s life for a long time to come. We 
miss you Mr. Zac! 

Luann & Joe G.
Parent & Son

Dr. Julie Beasley
Professional

Dr. Julie Beasley facilitates a social skills 
group for teens that I attended when I 
was younger. It was a life-saver for me! 
Dr. Beasley does such wonderful work 
with these groups.  I put to use the social 

skills I learned in her group to get my 
first job, and then later when I attended 
and graduated from UNLV. It’s been six 
years since I was in the group and I am 
still utilizing what I learned. I just wanted 
to thank Dr. Beasley for all that she does. 
She has such a long-lasting, positive 
impact on people’s lives!

Amanda K. Miller
Participant

Irma Garriss
Neighbor

My neighbor Irma is a very kind, helpful, 
and hardworking individual. She always 
asks if she can help in any way. She and 
her daughter care about my son. They 
often ask about him and buy him toys 
and such. Her daughter helped my son 
in 2nd grade by tutoring him. Irma is 
such a giving person and she enjoys 
helping people. No matter how busy she 
is, she will make time for you whenever 
you need her. She is the most beautiful 
person, inside and out and she is the 
best neighbor a person could have. 

Tamara Joseph
Parent
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Sarah K. Groseclose
Mother

Sarah is both my mother and my 
role model; she is such an amazing 
woman. Her strength, patience, and 
understanding seem unending. She 
worked so hard with the schools to get 
me the best education and when the 
schools didn’t meet her expectations, 
she took the leap and homeschooled me. 
Her knowledge and advice strengthened 
me while I was in college and with her 
help I succeeded in getting my Bachelor’s 
degree. Through her guidance, love, and 
support I have been able to accomplish 
so much. I don’t know what I’d do 
without her!

Amanda K. Miller
Daughter

Stephanie Houle
Nevada PEP 

I was referred to Nevada PEP 
approximately 8 months ago by my son’s 
behavioral therapist. Stephanie became 
a great source of information, strength, 
and support for me while advocating for 
my son. She has taken the time to listen, 
advise and comfort me. She even agreed 
to attend my son’s IEP meeting and 
helped me to advocate for my special 
needs child. I recently attended her IEP 
seminar and was more fully enlightened 
on the process of advocating. Stephanie 
is a source of strength and comfort for 
me and my child. I am truly grateful for 
her and her services! 

Jamie L. Salo
Parent

Anuar Huizar
Instructor

I met Anuar at Heads Up Counseling 
Center.  He was chosen to be my son’s 
basic skills instructor. He helped my child 
forget about his anxieties and connected 
with him in a beautifully positive way.  
My son’s face would light up whenever 
Anuar came to do his training. I consider 

him a friend as well as an excellent role 
model for my son.  He has made such 
an impact on my child that is not only 
heart warming, but priceless!  I hope my 
gesture of nominating Anuar lets him 
know just how special and talented he is 
with children.

Jamie Salo 
Parent

Robin Kincaid
Nevada PEP 

I am nominating Robin Kincaid as an 
exemplary advocate for my child’s 
education. I am the mother of a special 
needs child and was experiencing many 
roadblocks in dealing with her high 
school.

Robin was more than prepared to 
help me understand the IEP language 
and attend the meetings necessary 
to support my daughter. Her attitude 
and knowledge about the IEP process 
was instrumental in the planning of my 
daughter’s curriculum for the following 
year.

I am grateful for the existence of Nevada 
PEP and for their efforts to mitigate the 
many difficulties parents face trying to 
educate their children.

Renata Luiz
Parent

Diane Lombardo
Nevada PEP

With many negative things that happen 
in this world, it’s hard to find something 
or someone who can have a positive 
influence in your life, but thankfully I 
found Nevada PEP. At PEP I met Diane 
who is in charge of the VIP volunteers 
and the Include ME Puppet Show. She 
is always smiling, caring and there to 
listen and help whenever somebody has 
a difficult situation. Her positive attitude 
makes PEP a better place to come to. 
Please don’t ever leave Nevada PEP! 
Every time I come to volunteer you make 
a positive difference in my life, thanks.

Kenny Juarez-Montes
Volunteer

Kelly McCrosky
Mother

Being a single mother to a child with 
special needs doesn’t come without 
difficulty.  My mother has been such an 
amazing support. Going to therapy with 
us and learning everything she can so 
she can help me to take the best care 
of her grandson. She is always doing 
all she can to look after my son when 
I have things to accomplish. She’s a 
beautiful person with the most caring 
kind of personality. Without her love and 
support for me and my son I’d feel quite 
lost and overwhelmed. She is my savior. 

Tawni McCrosky
Daughter

Marla Mentaberry
Principal

She is always thinking outside the box to 
make sure my daughter has everything 
she needs and is included in school.

Jill Benzing
Parent

Kristina Mercado
Home Nurse

Kristina has been my son’s home health 
RN for years. She goes out of her way, 
everyday, to help my son have a better 
quality of life. She goes above and 
beyond to be support for me. She is 
real with him and refuses to let him 
manipulate the situation when he is able 
to do a task himself. She is amazing. We 
are very blessed she was placed with us. 
We would not want her to be pulled to 
another case. 

Kristan Ricketts
Parent

The courts affirmed the right of a 
student with a disability to receive 
his or her education in the Least 
Restrictive Environment in Holland 
v. Sacramento Unified School 
District in 1993.

Did You Know...?



Patty Cake 

BALLOON AND YARN 
SNOWBALLS By: Diane Lombardo

CORNER

This is a great indoor activity for children 
of all ages. Blow up a balloon to a size of 
a softball, cut about 2 to 3 feet of white 
yarn, and put it in bowl of Elmer’s glue. 
Take out the yarn and begin wrapping it 
around balloon. When done wrapping, 
sprinkle it with white or silver glitter. 
Hang the balloon to dry for 24 hours or 
until the glue is dry, then pop the balloon! 
You can hang this pretty snowball from 
your ceiling or on branches. 

Mrs. Joyce Wyma
1st Grade Teacher

Mrs.Wyma has helped me and my son 
since my he was in her 1st grade class 
and I started volunteering in the class 
to help with the students.  I could 
not have made it this far without her 
help and friendship. She’s more than 
a friend; she has become part of our 
family. She has been there for us when 
we had no support of any kind. With 
tears in my eyes I thank God for such 
a wonderful human being. I’m still 
helping at school and she’s still helping 
with moral support. God bless Mrs. 
Joyce Wyma.

Margarita Gonzalez
Parent

Ms. Brigham
Teacher

I want to thank Ms. Brigham for 
keeping my son safe and protected 
when my son ran to her for help. I, as 
a mother, will forever be grateful for 
Ms. Brigham’s outstanding protection 
she gave my son. I know that she really 
cares for her students. Thank you. 

Sharon Urrabazo 
Parent

Karen Taycher
Mother

I would like to nominate Karen Taycher 
for the superb job that she does. She 
has taught me many great lessons and 
given me opportunities to grow. She is 
my inspiration and motivation, lifting 
me up when I fall and encouraging 
me. Karen has enriched my life and 
is an amazing woman with such a 
giving heart and a noble spirit.  I am 
an advocate with both a visual and 
hearing impairment and she makes me 
feel like I can do anything. Karen gave 

me wings and helped me to fly and for 
that I am truly grateful. 

Kenny Taycher
Son

Kaye Welch
Therapist

Ms. Kaye is a therapist at My Left Foot 
Children’s Therapy.  She has a kind, 
patient, and beautiful heart.  Her 
approach to therapy is one on one.  
She is the most positive person I’ve 
met in a very long time. There is NO 
“can’t do” with her.  My granddaughter 
loves the sessions because she feels 
good afterwards.  It warms my heart 
when my daughter says “Grammy I’m 
so smart” after a session.

Luris Jimenez
Grandmother

Halie Zerblis
Interventionist

As a senior in High School, Halie has 
become the lead Interventionist for 
my daughter’s ABA program. She is a 
wonderfully hard working, dedicated, 
young lady with the patience and 
kindness required to work with 
autistic children.

Renee Knipper
Parent

The Education for All Handicapped 
Children Act was reauthorized in 
1990 and renamed the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
The new name recognized the 
social importance of acknowledging 
people first language. The last 
reauthorization was 2014.

Did You Know...?

One Big Day

One Big Community

Give Where You Live

Point, Click, & GIve
On March 12  during 

24 hours of Giving donate 
directly to Nevada PEP

www.NVBigGive.NVPEP.org

Save The Date!
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Hand in Hand Sponsors

“
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Hand in Hand 
Sponsors

Thank you to all of our amazing Hand in Hand 
Sponsors for their generous support.  Their 

contribution continues to make it possible to 
honor and recognize the extraordinary people 
who support Nevada’s children and families. 
For more information on becoming a Hand in 
Hand sponsor, contact Nevada PEP or go to 

www.nvpep.org

Julie Beasley, Ph.D.

Silver Sponsor

“We can’t help everyone, but 

  everyone can help someone.”

Question: I’m concerned about my child’s progress at school, but school is out for 
winter break. What can I do?

The New Year is a great opportunity for a fresh start.  You can write to your child’s 
teacher requesting to reconvene an IEP meeting to discuss your concerns when 
school starts again. According to IDEA, the school is required to report your child’s 
progress in meeting their annual goals at least as often as general education 
students. If that is not sufficient, the IEP team can make it more frequent, such as 
monthly, quarterly, etc.  Observing your child at home and in the community over 
the winter break can also give you an idea of how your child is doing. PEP has the 
Introduction to IEP Webinar Workshop that you can participate in from your home 
computer, which can be helpful in understanding the IEP process. As a parent, you 
know your child best, and you can bring up your concerns to your IEP team at any 
time.

Information adapted from PACER Center ACTion Sheet PHP-c78.

?A Ks
The Advocate

By: Kelli Walker

- Ronald Reagan

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 was the first 
federal civil rights law to prohibit discrimination 
against people with disabilities in federal 
programs and services and all other programs 
receiving federal funds.

Did You Know...?



 “Hand In Hand, Together We Can”
NOMINATION FORM

The “Hand in Hand, Together We Can” appreciation program recognizes those individuals who have 
made a positive difference in the lives of children with disabilities. Nevada PEP would like to help you give 
recognition to a special person for their outstanding efforts. You may nominate a teacher, professional, 
therapist, family member or someone whose efforts have had a positive impact on a child’s life. All 
nominees will be honored with a uniquely designed lapel pin and a certificate of recognition. Their 
“story” will be featured in our quarterly newsletter, as well as appear in Nevada PEP’s Annual “Hand in 
Hand” Yearbook. Please limit your entries to ONE nominee per form and no more than three nominations 
a year per family. Please limit each story to one hundred words or less.

Your Name:  _________________________________________________________

Your Address: ________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code:  _________________________________________________

Your Phone, Email, Fax (optional)  ______________________________________

Your permission to use your name and print your story:     yes        no

Name of Honoree: ____________________________________________________

Honoree’s Address:  ___________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code:  _________________________________________________

Honoree’s Phone Number:  ____________________________________________

Please write your story about this special person here:

7211 W. Charleston Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89117
Fax: (702) 388-2966  /  Email: pepinfo@nvpep.org
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Mission Statement 
To increase the opportunities for home, community, 

and school success for children with disabilities, 
including those who are at risk or who have serious 

emotional disturbances, their families and their service 
providers, through education, encouragement and 

empowerment activities.
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“
VISIT US 

ONLINE AT
www.nvpep.org

Annual Membership Information
Annual membership dues are $25.00 per family, 

organization or professional.

Please provide the following information
 NAME

  PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATION

  ADDRESS

  CITY

  STATE    ZIP

  PHONE    EMAIL

  CHILD’S NAME

  DATE OF BIRTH

 I am a parent/caregiver.
 I am a professional working with children.
 I am a concerned member of the 

 community.
 Enclosed is a tax deductible donation in the  

 amount of $_____________ to help support
 the efforts of Nevada PEP.

 I would like to be a member of Nevada PEP,  
 please waive the annual dues.

 I would like to volunteer.
 I would like to receive the monthly E-POST.

Your donation to Nevada P.E.P., Inc. may be tax 
deductible. Please consult your tax advisor. 

#88-0301113

Please make checks payable to: 
Nevada PEP

• Reigniting Action...  
•  New Standards & New Assessments       
•  Upcoming Events
•  Run Walk Roll Against Bullying 2014        
•  Education for All
•  Accessible Traveling 
•  Obteniendo Ayuda Para Su Hijo 
•  Could Assistive Technology Help with Learning?Nevada PEP Social Networks

“Change your thoughts and 
  you change your world.”

         - Norman Vincent Peale
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